“Rise of the West” DBQ Rubric

Question: Using the documents, analyze the reasons given for why the West became wealthy and powerful and why the rest of the world did not.  What additional kind of document(s) would help assess the historical significance of these arguments?

BASIC CORE

1) Has acceptable thesis. 







1 Point

Thesis must explicitly analyze, that is explain rational of the reasons given for why the West became wealthy and powerful and why the rest of the world did not.

2) Uses all of the  documents. 




1 Point
3) Understands the basic meaning of documents cited in the essay. 
1 Point

Students must show understanding of all documents.

4) Supports thesis with appropriate evidence from documents. 

1 Point

Students must cite appropriately at least four documents in support of their analysis.

5) Analyzes point of view or bias in at least 2 documents. 


1 Point

1 – Communist – inclined to think ill of capitalists and of Western Europeans who opposed the creation of the USSR (Britain)

2 – European and probably protestant – belief in own superiority,

The rest of the documents will be hard for most students to accurately analyze point of view. Others might question the dates of publication as making some sources more valid than others.

6) Analyzes and synthesizes documents by grouping them in at least 3 ways. 
1 Point

Possible groupings:

Causes:  Religion /culture–2, 3, 4, 8

Causes:  Science/technology – 3, 8

Causes:  Economic – 1, 5, 6, 7

Causes:  Geography/biology –,6 7, 8

7) Identifies one type of appropriate additional document.

1 Point

Student must appropriately explain why the document is being requested.

· Non-Western sources.

· Sources explain Africa or Oceania’s inability to acquire wealth or power.

· One historian specifically responding to another’s claims
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