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America as a World Power

Part A

Short Answer

Directions:  Carefully examine each document and then answer the question in reference to it.

Document 1

O.P. Austin, “Does Colonization Pay”  The Forum, 1900

“Modern progressive nations lying in the temperate zone seek to control garden spots’ in the tropics.  [mainly in Africa, Latin America, and Asia]  Under [the progressive nations] direction, these places can yield tropical produce.  In return, the progressive nations bring to the people of those garden spots the foodstuffs and manufactures they need.  [Progressive nations] develop the territory by building roads, canals, railways, and telegraphs.  They can establish schools and newspapers for the colonies [and] give these people the benefit of other blessings of civilization which they have not the means of creating themselves.”

1. According to the author, what benefits did the colonies receive from the “modern progressive nations”?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Document 2


2. What did colonization mean for the native people?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 3

Imperialism and World Politics, Parker T. Moore, 1926

“To begin with, there were the exporters and manufacturers of certain goods used in the colonies.  The makers of cotton and iron goods have been very much interested in imperialism.  Their business interests demand that colonial markets should be opened and developed and that foreign competitors should be shut out.  Such aims require political control and imperialism.

Finally, the most powerful of all business groups are the bankers.  Banks make loans to colonies and backward countries for building railways and steamship lines.  They also make loans to colonial plantation owners, importers, and exporters.

The imperialist business interests have powerful allies.  Military and naval leaders believe strongly in extending the white man’s rule over the ‘inferior races,’  To this company may be added another element – the missionary.  Missionaries went forth to preach a kingdom beyond this world.  But they often found themselves the builders of very earthly empires…Last, but by no means least, let us add politicians to our list of empire builders.”

3. Who are the empire builders described in the passage?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 4
African Proverb

“When the whites came to our country, we had the land and they had the Bible, now we have the Bible and they have the land.”

4. How did the Africans feel about the missionaries?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 5
An Anthology of West African Verse, David Diop, 1957

The White Man killed my father,

My father was proud.

The White Man seduced my mother,

My mother was beautiful.

The White Man burnt my brother beneath the noonday sun,

My brother was strong.

His hands red and black with blood

The White Man turned to me;

And in the Conqueror’s voice said,

‘Boy! a chair, a napkin, a drink.”

5. What were some negative effects of imperialism on Africa?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 6
Sekou Toure, West African nationalist, 1962

“Colonialism’s greatest misdeed was to have tried to strip us of our responsibility in conducting our own affairs and convince us that our civilization was nothing less than savagery, thus giving us complexes which led to our being branded as irresponsible and lacking in self-confidence…

The colonial powers had assimilated each of their colonies into their own economy.

Our continent possesses tremendous reserves of raw materials and they, together with its potential sources of power, give it excellent conditions for industrialization…”

6. In 1962, what was the response of this West African nationalist to years of colonialism?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 7


7. For what purpose does the United States wish to expand its empire according to this document?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 8

Platform of the Anti-Imperialist League

We hold that the policy known as imperialism is hostile to liberty and tends toward militarism, an evil from which it has been our glory to be free. We regret that it has become necessary in the land of Washington and Lincoln to reaffirm that all men, of whatever race or color, are entitled to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. We maintain that governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. We insist that the subjugation of any people is "criminal aggression" and open disloyalty to the distinctive principles of our government.

We earnestly condemn the policy of the present national administration in the Philippines. It seeks to extinguish the spirit of 1776 in those islands. We deplore the sacrifice of our soldiers and sailors, whose bravery deserves admiration even in an unjust war. We denounce the slaughter of the Filipinos as a needless horror. We protest against the extension of American sovereignty by Spanish methods.

8. Why do the anti-imperialists believe that imperialism is wrong??

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 9 
Letters Home from the Philippines by American Soldiers

Arthur H. Vickers, Sergeant in the First Nebraska Regiment: 
I am not afraid, and am always ready to do my duty, but I would like some one to tell me what we are fighting for. 

Guy Williams, of the Iowa Regiment: 


The soldiers made short work of the whole thing. They looted every house, and found almost everything, from a pair of wooden shoes up to a piano, and they carried everything off or destroyed it. Talk of the natives plundering the towns: I don’t think they are in it with the Fiftieth Iowa. 

General Reeve, lately Colonel of the Thirteenth Minnesota Regiment: 

I deprecate this war, this slaughter of our own boys and of the Filipinos, because it seems to me that we are doing something that is contrary to our principles in the past. Certainly we are doing something that we should have shrunk from not so very long ago.

9. How do American soldiers feel about the conflict in the Philippines? Can you think of another war (or two) where American public opinion was similar?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 10

Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine (1904)

It is not true that the United States feels any land hunger or entertains any projects as regards the other nations of the Western Hemisphere save such as are for their welfare. All that this country desires is to see the neighboring countries stable, orderly and prosperous....Chronic wrongdoing, or an impotence which results in a general loosening of the ties of civilized society, may in America, as elsewhere, ultimately require intervention...[and] force the United States, however reluctantly, in flagrant cases of such wrongdoing or impotence, to the exercise of an internal police power.

10. According to this document, why should the United States intervene in other countries in the Western Hemisphere?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 11
March of the Flag” by Albert Beveridge (US Senator)
Hawaii is ours; Puerto Rico is to be ours; at the prayer of her people Cuba finally will be ours; in the islands of the East, even to the gates of Asia, coaling stations are to be ours at the very least; the flag of a liberal government is to float over the Philippines, and may it be the banner that Taylor unfurled in Texas and Fremont carried to the coast. 

The Opposition tells us that we ought not to govern a people without their consent. I answer, The rule of liberty that all just government derives its authority from the consent of the governed, applies only to those who are capable of self-government We govern the Indians without their consent, we govern our territories without their consent, we govern our children without their consent. How do they know what our government would be without their consent? Would not the people of the Philippines prefer the just, humane, civilizing government of this Republic to the savage, bloody rule of pillage and extortion from which we have rescued them? 

And, regardless of this formula of words made only for enlightened, self-governing people, do we owe no duty to the world? Shall we turn these peoples back to the reeking hands from which we have taken them? Shall we abandon them, with Germany, England, Japan, hungering for them? Shall we save them from those nations, to give them a self-rule of tragedy? 

11. According to Beveridge, why should the United States intervene in the affairs of other countries?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Quick Review of Positives and Negatives of Imperial Expansion:

Ideas: Pro

Ideas: Con

Historical Context:





Imperialism is the taking ownership of other cultures and countries and has been interpreted from a variety of viewpoints.  The documents included here express various viewpoints about the positive and negative effects of global imperialism.





Task:





Evaluate the positive and negative effects of Imperialism.


Utilize analytical and evaluative skills to investigate primary sources.


Demonstrate upper-level learning by answering critical analysis questions.








“Learning civilized ways is hard work”








